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SHORTER NOTES 
A FURTHER ALLUSION IN THE EUMENIDES TO THE 

PANATHENAIA 

Allusions to the Panathenaia1 in the final scene of the Eumenides have been pointed 
out by a number of scholars.2 Headlam identified the red robes of the Eumenides 
(qotvtKofa7trrTois evUvrotiS E'r07o'aa, E. 1028) with the cloaks worn by the Metics in 
the Panathenaic procession.3 In Athena's pronouncement at 1030-1: 

O7TWS av e?cVpCv r)' o6taAia xOovos 
rT Ao,ovTV EvdvopoLtt cvv/JLcopaLS 7TpE7Tr 

that this kindly association with the land may be distinguished henceforth by the good fortune 
of manly excellence 

Headlam found another allusion to the ritual, described by Hesychius, in which the 
Metics carried bowls in the procession 'so that they might be counted as well-disposed 
to the city' (i'va oS E?VVOL apLtOc)v-rat),4 and to the contest of the evavSpla, in which 
older men distinguished by their good looks were selected to lead the procession.5 
Mommsen first,6 and then Headlam more confidently,7 suggested that the torches, 
oAoAvyod0s, and singing (1043, 1047) will have evoked the 'night festival' (7Tavvvxti), 
generally thought to have immediately preceded the main procession,8 which set off 
at first light.9 More recently, A. M. Bowie has observed that the Oresteia as a whole 
reflects an Athenian festival cycle which moves from a period of crisis, inversion, and 
dissolution at Year's End to a restitution of civic, social, and divine order in the 
glorious New Year celebration of the Panathenaia.10 I argue here that the procession 
dramatized at the end of the Eumenides makes yet another reference to the 
Panathenaia through its temporal coincidence with the trial of Orestes, which recalls 
a similar coincidence in monthly calendar dating between the Panathenaia and the 
murder trials conducted on the Areopagus in historical Athens. 

1 Some recent studies of the Panathenaia: W. K. Pritchett, 'The IANNYXIZ of the 
Panathenaia', in th'Ata 77Trq Els Fe3pytov E. MvAwvdv [Mylonas] 8ta ra 60 Er?7 -tov 

avaaKaLKofv rovy epyov ii. (Athens, 1987), pp. 179-88; N. Robertson, 'The Origin of the 
Panathenaia', RhM 128 (1985), 231-95; N. J. Norman, 'The Panathenaic Ship', ArchN 12 
(1983), 41-6; D. M. Lewis, 'Athena's Robe', SCI 5 (1979-80), 28-9; H. W. Parke, Festivals of 
the Athenians (London, 1977), pp. 33-50; J. D. Mikalson, 'Erechtheus and the Panathenaia', 
AJP 97 (1976), 141-53; idem, The Sacred and Civil Calendar of the Athenian Year (Princeton, 
1975). 

2 For a list of principal contributors to this line of inquiry, see A. M. Bowie, 'Religion and 
Politics in Aeschylus' Oresteia', CQ 43 (1993), 10-31, at p. 27. 

3 W. G. Headlam, 'The Last Scene of the Eumenides', JHS 26 (1906), 268-77. See also G. 
Thomson and W. G. Headlam, The Oresteia of Aeschylus (Cambridge, 1938), pp. 232, 315-19. 

4 Hsch., s.v. 'ZKaCqrlJ0pot', a 878 (IV, p. 40 Schmidt). 
5 [Andoc.] Alcib. 42 (Headlam, op. cit. [n. 3], p. 274). 
6 A. Mommsen, Heortologie: antiquarische Untersuchungen iiber die stidtischen Feste der 

Athener (Leipzig, 1864), p. 171. 
7 Headlam, op. cit. (n. 3), pp. 274-5. 
8 See Pritchett, op. cit. (n. 1), pp. 179-88, for a review of the attempts to place the rravvvXIt' 

within the sequence of events at the Panathenaia, as well as an argument for the view that the 

7ravvvXts followed the procession. 
9 Headlam, op. cit. (n. 3), p. 275; Mommsen, op. cit. (n. 6), p. 171; IG ii2 334.30. 
10 Bowie, op. cit. (n. 2), pp. 27-30. 
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I proceed from Mommsen's generally overlooked observation that both the 
dramatized procession of the Eumenides and the historical Panathenaic procession 
appear to have been conducted at approximately the same time in the Greek lunar 
month as were murder trials on the Areopagus.11 In the Eumenides, the procession of 
the Furies immediately follows the trial of Orestes. In historical Athens, the 
Panathenaic procession, although it never would have fallen on exactly the same day 
as a murder trial,12 was probably held during the same three-day period of the lunar 
month-the twenty-seventh, twenty-eighth, and twenty-ninth days-as that in which 
murder trials were tried by the Areopagus council.13 

What makes this coincidence of the calendar particularly compelling, and what was 
overlooked by Mommsen, is that the Panathenaia appears to have been unusual 
among Athenian festivals in being held at the same time in the lunar month as the 
murder trials. Besides the Panathenaia, only one other festival in the course of the 
year, the Theogamia in the month of Gamelion, is known to have been held during 
this three-day period-from the twenty-seventh to the twenty-ninth-so late in the 
Greek lunar month.14 Most of the attested Athenian festivals were held in the first two 
weeks of their respective months.15 Therefore, by the criterion of traditional festival 
dates, the chances are reasonably good that the procession of the Furies in the 
Eumenides is meant to evoke the Panathenaic procession, if it is meant to evoke any 
historical festival at all.16 

We can now more clearly imagine the significance of the Panathenaia and, 
accordingly, of the final scene of the Eumenides. In all but two of the twelve months 
of the Athenian year, the twenty-seventh, twenty-eighth, and twenty-ninth days of the 
month were -,tdpat adTro4paces ('accursed days')17 devoted to trials of especially 
violent crimes. During these sombre days, the Zetva' played an active role of the kind 

1 
Mommsen, op. cit. (n. 6), pp. 18, 171. 

12 The Areopagus council tried homicide cases only on 'accursed days' (3xedpat aJTroopaes-). 
The Panathenaia, because it was a festival celebrating renewal and restoration, would not have 
been held on a day that was d'ro4pds. Greek cultic practice took care to draw boundaries 
between the two institutions which are coincident in the myth of foundation dramatized in the 
Oresteia. See D. Mikalson, op. cit. (n. 1), p. 23; idem, "'HMEPA 'AIHOPAZ", AJP 96 
(1975), 19-27. 

13 The main events of the Panathenaia, including the major procession from the Kerameikos, 
probably took place on the twenty-eighth day of the month of Hecatombion (Poll. 8.117; see 
Mommsen, op. cit. (n. 6), pp. 18, 171; L. Deubner, Attische Feste, ed. B. Doer, 2nd ed. [Berlin, 
1966], pp. 24-5). On the scheduling of the homicide trials, see Mommsen, op. cit. (n. 6), pp. 18, 
171. 

14 Mikalson, op. cit. (n. 1), pp. 106-7, 188. W. F. Rinck, Die Religion der Hellenen (Zurich, 
1855), pp. 233-4, had observed correctly that festivals were generally not held during the twenty- 
seventh, twenty-eighth, and twenty-ninth days of the month, but recognized that the Panathenaia 
would constitute an exception to this general rule. Concluding that Proclus or his sources had 
made a mistake in his statement that the main events of the Panathenaia occurred on the 28th 
of the month (Tr y&p ekEyadAa roV 'EKaTo~atvo E7ytve-TO Trpi'T a'rt'vroT In Ti. 1.26), Rinck 
suggested emending a7rtLOVTOS to i?eUO6vTOS, a remedy which is surely too drastic and has not 
been accepted. 

"5 Mikalson, op. cit. (n. 1), p. 188. 
16 The dramatized procession and the historical procession seem to show certain other 

parallel associations with the Areopagus. The historical procession, like its dramatized 
counterpart, may have originated on or near the Areopagus. Mommsen, op. cit. (n. 6), pp. 18, 
171, argued that the all night festival generally thought to precede immediately the main 
procession of the Panathenaia, the 7TavvvXtS [though see Pritchett, op. cit. (n. 1), 179-88], took 
place on the Areopagus. Pausanias (1.29.1) mentions that the cart which bore the 7rErTAoS in the 
historical procession was stored near the Areopagus for tourists to see. 

17 See note 12 above. 
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that Aeschylus has given the Furies in the play.18 The 2E/tvat were traditionally 
offered sacrifices by those who had been acquitted of charges of murder.'9 In the 
traditional symbolism and even in the scheduling of the historical murder trials, the 
goddesses assumed a status of fundamental importance. A scholiast to Aeschines 
(1.188) tells us that 

o' 'ApEomrayiTca TpEL 7TOV TOV) ~.L7VOs E tEKpas TdLs 1ovlKdLs 1s E&Kalov, EKcLUT7 TOJv OEOfl 
tdct av.L Epav CaITOVEtLOVTESX 

The Areopagites apparently tried cases of murder on three days of the month, allotting one day 
to each of the goddesses. 

Not only, according to the scholiast's account, was each trial day allocated to one of 
the Furies; but also the total number of trial days seems to have been based upon the 
traditional number of their band: three.20 Insofar as it was one of only two festivals 
to interrupt the proceedings of these murder trials, the Panathenaia would have been 
welcomed as a rare and pleasant diversion that filled these unusually sorrowful days 
of the month with joyful and optimistic celebration. 

Thus, the final scene of the Eumenides reflects a pattern of custom and festival that 
would have been familiar to Athenians: at the end of Aeschylus' trilogy, as at the end 
of the month of Hecatombion in historical Athens, the trial of murder attended by 
angry spirits of vengeance gives way to a joyful celebration of civic unity.2' 

Yale University BENJAMIN H. WEAVER 

18 A. H. Sommerstein, Aeschylus:- Eumenides (Cambridge, 1989), p. 11, points out that 
Aeschylus is probably innovating here in linking Furies with .Zlq.vai'. 

19 EvalOa Ot'ovart pEV oaroLr EV 'Apdtcp 7Tcyy Tqv ? atTtav EeE7E`vET0 al7ToAUuaauO at, O6'ouat SE' 

Kai 6AAwg 6Evot TE 'tkot'wo Ka't aUGTOL' (Paus. 1.28.6). See Sommerstein, pp. 1 0-1I1. 
20Three as the traditional number of the Furies: Schol. in Aeschin. 1. 188 rai ?p4vats] TpELS 

a,q 6w a~& /EV 8j Ta EKaTEpOJE 'Oa 6' TIMpo9 '7TE7TOL77qKEV EK T7~ AVKV&'ov A6Oovu, rrv 
SE' 1da'v KciAa1utg; Pol. Fr. 41 (K. Muller, FHG iii. 108); see Preller-Robert i. 837. 

21 I would like to thank Heinrich von Staden, A. Thomas Cole, John Dugan, and Brian Fuchs 
for their helpful suggestions and criticisms. 

HISTORY AS LUNCH: ARISTOPHANES, KNIGHTS 810-19 

Ila. OV'KOVV SIELVO'V raTauL crE A'yIELV 84T' EuT' EfkE Ka't taga'AAEtv 810 
rp 'A6qaOvsK T(V &%10V, 7TEIToL/IJKOTa 7TAEov XpTa, 

V?7 T7)V ZTlJV7WTpa, -EJUoAor oA rp rivToAv q~ 
AA. co 1To'AL9 'Apyovg, KAV'EC ot'a AE'yEt. ul,v &9E/1tUcToKAEi aVTLcbEpt~Etr; 

09 &7OL'7U1EV T?J7V 7TO'ALV VUb1V [kLEUT?)1V EV'JpCoV EwqLEtAY), 
Kat 7Tpog TovToLr apti-ro)a- TO vHIELpaLa 7TpooEp.0a4Ev, 815 

a`0fEAW0V T' Ot~v"S T6~vacpxaLoWV tXOfiN Katvo'vS Trap-EO'7E 
u,cr' tA'~cous ~{rar/Kpo7ToAt'Tas' J7roo,b7vat 
StaTELXL'~wV Ka' XP ~ o, 6 &9Etkt0ToKAEE avTt(fEpt'~o)v. 
KaKELVO9 /.E'V kEV'YEt T'vl y~v, aiv & 'AXtAAEtiWv a'Tropa.cTTELc. 

In this passage the Sausage-Seller is commenting disparagingly on the boast of 
Paphlagon/Cleon that he has done far more good for Athens ('the city') than 
Themistocles ever did. In lines 814-16 the Sausage-Seller seems to allude to certain 
laudable actions on the part of Themistocles, which greatly benefitted the city, and in 
817-18, by contrast, he sets against these an allegedly deleterious recent proposal/ 
activity of Paphlagon/Cleon. 

The allusions, however, are not made in a simple, straightforward fashion. As 
happens so often in Knights, they are set in the context of a metaphor, the terminology 
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